
Catholic schools afford the fullest and best opportunity to realize the three-fold purpose of Christian education among children and young adults.  Only in such a school can children experience learning and living fully integrated in the light of faith.  Students are instructed in human knowledge and skills, valued for their own worth but seen simultaneous as deriving their most profound significance from God's plan for creation."

                                                  

  To Teach As Jesus Did






    National Conference of Catholic Bishops


Religious Formation at Our Lady of the Presentation


The living of our faith and celebration of the sacraments is at the heart of our Catholic community.  Christian attitudes, ideals and practices are an integral part of our education program.  Students have the opportunity to participate in the celebration of the Eucharist several times a week.  Each class will help in the preparation of the school community's celebration of the Eucharist.


The children of the second grade will prepare for the reception of the sacrament of Reconciliation in the fall and the sacrament of Eucharist in the spring.  The parish assists parents at this time by offering adult faith development so parents may guide their children in matters of faith and religious practice.  Adult faith development is also be extended to parents of students in the upper grades as their children consider the reception of the sacrament of Confirmation.  


Within this community, service and worship is viewed as a living out of  Baptism.  Students are encouraged to put into action the Christian values and beliefs by fully participating in service and worship.

Philosophy


We, the educational community of Our Lady of the Presentation, are a part of this parish's commitment to provide quality education grounded in Catholic values. Christian attitudes, ideals, and practices are an integral part of our education program. 


We view education as a lifelong learning process involving the whole person.  With parents as the primary educators of their children, we endeavor to blend home, school, and community, to provide each person with opportunities to realize his/her potential.  As active members of our Christian Community all persons will be allowed to develop skills integrating faith, human knowledge, mutual respect, and responsibility. 

Mission Statement


The living of our faith and celebration of the sacraments is at the heart of our Christ-centered educational community.  The acquistion of knowledge should be constant and challenging through each stage of the child's development and should address the challenges of the new millenium, both spiritually and intellectually.  The Educational community should set a daily example of life-long Christian Service, and provide opportunities for each student to follow that example.  Through their experiences here, our children will develop skills integrating faith, human knowledge, technology, physical and emotional growth, mutual respect and responsibility.  
Parental Witness Statement


The Church through the ages has consistently called its parents to understand and appreciate their special dignity as God's instruments of love to their children.  In recent years, the Church, in its official teaching, has given even greater prominence to the importance of this truth.  The Second Vatican Council in its "Decree on the Apostate of the Laity" stressed the importance of parents providing the first experience of their faith to their children.


"They (Christian husbands and wives) are the first to communicate the faith to their children and to educate them;  by work and example they train their offspring for the Christian and apostolic life"

Paragraph #11, November 18,1965


The Council Fathers even more emphatically expressed the irreplaceable role of the parents in communicating the Faith to their children in its   "Declaration on Christian Education."



"Since parents have conferred life on their children,  they have a most solemn obligation to educate their offspring.  Hence, parents must be acknowledged as the first and foremost educators of their children."

Paragraph #3, October 28, 1965


It is with complete awareness of the Catholic Church's vision of my vocation as parent, that I enroll my child in Our Lady of the Presentation Educational Program.  In taking this step, I acknowledge and accept my privilege and responsibility to be the primary religious educator of my child.  I understand that Catholic Education is the way in which the Church seeks to share and assist me in my vocation.  However, I know that no matter how clearly words are spoken, until my child sees these values and beliefs make a difference in my own life, they will have little effect.  Faith will only be part of my child's life if it can be seen to mold and shape the way we live as a family.  I believe that the Catholic school can help deepen, enrich, and re- enforce a faith that my child experiences at home.  I understand that my own witness is essential to the religious development and growth of my child.   
OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION BOARD OF EDUCATION

The purpose of the Board of Education of Our Lady of the Presentation is to advise the pastor in making policy for the Parish educational programs.  The educational programs include the Elementary School, the Parish School of Religion, the Catecuminate, adult religious education, youth ministry and other formal educational activities.  

The following are functions of the Board:


-establishing the philosophy and goals for the educational programs.


-interpreting and applying the policies of the Archdiocese


-formulating additional policies which may be necessary


-recommending to the pastor the employment of the principal and 


 Director of Religious Education


-long-range planning and community relations.

MEMBERSHIP


There shall be a minimum of 9 members on the Board; one of which should represent the Parish School of Religion of Our Lady of the Presentation.  At least 6 members shall be representative of the parish and/or the elementary school as a whole.  Each member shall serve a three year term.


Board members should be 18 years of age or older.  They shall be members of the parish or parents of a child in one of the educational programs.  Members should be capable of a board vision, be good listeners, possess open minds and be supportive of the parish's educational programs.

MEETINGS

Our Lady of the Presentation Board of Education meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month.  As a representative body, the Board considers all of its business open to the public.  According to Archdiocesan guidelines, an open meeting means that non-members are welcome as observers and do not enter into the discussions and deliberative action of the Board.  Though the meetings are open for observation, the Board has reserved a place on its regular agenda for receiving individuals and delegations who wish to address the board during an open forum.  Interested parties should contact the Board President or one of the executive officers (principal, Director of Religious Education) prior to the board meeting to be placed on the agenda.


Anyone who wishes to address the Board but does not send notification prior to the meeting will be asked to sign in.  These people will be heard on a first-come, first-served basis as time permits.


Presentations by non-board members will be limited to 3 minutes.  The President of the Board may ask for clarification.  No response will be given that evening but a written reply will be given in a timely manner.


The open forum will be limited to a total of 20 minutes.  Should time be remaining in the open forum, those who have signed in will be permitted to make a presentation within the specified time limitations.

         
The meetings of the  Board of Education will begin at 7:00 PM.   

ELECTIONS
           The rotation of membership of a certain number of members to the Board of Education is important.  The election process helps the Board become more representative of the parish and educational community which it is serving.  The election takes place during the month of May.

Our Lady of the Presentation Elementary School 

Family Handbook

Our Lady of the Presentation Staff

Pre-School...........................................Mrs. Maryanne Zaiz

Pre-School...........................................Mrs. Nancy Gills

Pre-School...........................................Mrs. Tammy Lang

Pre-School...........................................Mrs. Amy Hogan

Kindergarten........................................Mrs. Sarah Friesen

Kindergarten TA..................................Miss Andrea Gipson 

Grade 1................................................Mrs. Sharon Harter

Grade 2................................................Mrs. Debra Besmer

Grade 2................................................Mrs. Adrienne Karamichalis

Grade 3................................................Mrs. Patricia Hose

Grade 3 ...............................................Miss Erin Williams

Grade 4................................................Mrs. Kelly Phillips

Grade 4TA...........................................Mrs. Kathy Byrnes

Grade 5................................................Mrs. Susan Jutz

Grade 5................................................Mrs. Sheri Terry

Grade 6................................................Miss Amy Dooling

Grade 7................................................Miss Deborah Burch

Grade 8................................................Mrs. Jonna Adams

Grade 8................................................Miss Karin Pecher

Music...................................................Mr. Kenneth Dieckmann

Art........................................................Miss Tina Bono

Physical Education……………………Mr. Kenneth Dieckmann

Computer.......................................…...Mrs. Cindy Lamorette

School Secretary...........................…....Mrs. Joan Willey

Lunch Program………………………..Mrs.  Mary O' Boyle

                              


       Mrs. Vicky Hunn

          




       Mrs. Carol Healy






       Mrs. Sarah Pestka






       Mrs. Debbie Larocco

Housekeeping................................…...Mrs. Lori Dueker

  

Pastor...................................................Rev. Dennis Port

Principal...............................................Mrs. Kathy Gilmartin

Director of Worship & DRE..........…...Mr. George Watson

Director of Administration..............…..Mr. Joseph Racher

Parish Secretary..............................…..Mrs. Renee Lauterwasser

Board of Education President......….….Mrs. Jane Kayser

The spiritual, academic and physical welfare of every student in Our Lady of the Presentation School is an absolute priority.  The individual needs, abilities and life situation of each individual student will always be of paramount consideration as the following norms are applied.

REGISTRATION


Families desiring to enroll their children in Our Lady of the Presentation Elementary School normally reside within the parish boundaries of Our Lady of the Presentation and are active members of the worshipping community of the parish.  Catholic families outside the boundaries and\or non-Catholic families who chose a Catholic environment for their child's development are eligible to apply for school registry.  The acceptance of all registrations will be determined by the principal, with the approval of the pastor of Our Lady of the Presentation.

Admission will be considered following a conference with the principal to determine class placement and to discuss school policy and philosophy.


It is recommended by the Our Lady of the Presentation  Board of Education that there be no more than 30 students per class.  Families who presently have children in the elementary school will be given priority over families new to the school.  All new students must provide a birth certificate, baptismal certificate (if- applicable), and record of immunization.  Students entering the school community at kindergarten level should be five years of age by August.


The guidelines, as established by the Archdiocesan Education Office will be applied to all transfer students.  Registration for the upcoming school year will  take place in the second semester of the current school year.  A registration payment is required to process each student registration.  This registration fee is non-refundable.


Registered and active members of the worshipping communities other than Our Lady of the Presentation are expected to follow the tuition\church support plan as set by their respective Parish Finance Commissions.  All other students pay the tuition as set by the Finance Committee of Our Lady of the Presentation.  This tuition must be paid in accordance to the tuition plan set within the tuition contract.  A $20.00 fee is assessed for any returned checks.

SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS


The school's newsletter will be sent home on the 4th Thursday of the month. Any parish or school organization wishing to include an item in the newsletter is asked to send the announcement to the school office by the 3rd Friday of the month.  The lunch menus and playground schedules will also be sent home at this time.

DAILY SCHEDULE

The day begins at 7:45 am.  Students are not to arrive for school before 7:30 AM.  Students arriving between 7:30 and 7:45 AM are asked to go to the Parish Hall to await the beginning of Morning Prayer.  School doors will open at 7:30 AM.  Children are not to be dropped off before this time as normal supervision will not be provided before 7:30 AM.  We appreciate your full cooperation in this matter.

 
Early morning care beginning at 6:30 AM is available should families need this service.


Dismissal on a normal school day is 2:55 PM.

ATTENDANCE

Prompt and regular attendance in classes is essential for good scholarship.  If possible, doctor and dentist appointments should be made outside school hours.  Parents are asked to call the school office by 9:00 AM when a student will be  absent.  We work in cooperation with the attendance laws of the State of Missouri.


 When a student has been absent more than 30 days, tutoring is required.  If a student is absent 40 days, he/she will be required to repeat the grade.


Students should not be tardy more than 10 times per semester.  When a student reaches 9 tardies, the teacher will contact the parents to set up a conference to discuss the problem.  At this conference a cooperative plan for improvement will be agreed upon.


When a student is absent or tardy or to be dismissed early from class, that student is responsible for any classwork missed and is expected to complete all assignments within the allotted time given by the assigning teacher.  A written note from the parents or guardian is required stating the date, reason for absence or tardiness and the signature of the parent/guardian.  Students who come to school tardy are to come to the school office before going to the classroom.  Parents must sign in students who arrive after 8:00AM. Students who leave school will be marked absent for the time they are not in attendance.


For safety reasons no student will be permitted to be released during the school day without a written note from the parent/guardian.  This note is to be sent to the teacher who in turn will send the note to the school office.  NO STUDENT may be released by a TELEPHONE MESSAGE.  Should a parent need to contact the school with a written message during the school day by fax they should notify the school by phone that a message has been sent.


Anyone coming for a student during the school day is to come directly to the school office.  The principal or secretary will then send for the student.   UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES IS ANYONE to go directly to the classroom for the student nor may a teacher release a student from a class without the authorization of the school office.


If it should be necessary to have an emergency closing of the school an announcement will be made over KMOX radio, KTVI, KSDK, and KMOV.     Please do not attempt to call the school or parish office as this will tie up phone lines.  Parental instruction as specified on the Emergency Release Form will be followed so please by sure to indicate whom your child may be released to.  (Example: other parents in a car pool, etc.)

DISMISSAL FOR FACULTY DEVELOPMENT

On faculty development days, students are dismissed at 10:55AM.  Students will follow a shortened class schedule on these days and no lunch will be served.  Faculty development days are set for the second Tuesday of each month and begin promptly at 11:15AM.  We ask your cooperation in picking your child up from school on these days.   In case of a change in the faculty meeting schedule, parents will be notified in writing in advance so that they might make appropriate arrangements.

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are encouraged to be a part of our school community.  We appreciate the services that are performed by them.  All volunteers are to sign in at the school office to receive a VOLUNTEER TAG and are to wear that tag while in the building during the school day.  We request that volunteers sign out and return the tag when leaving the building. 

LUNCH

 
Students may choose to eat a lunch prepared in the parish kitchen or bring a lunch from home.  Students may not bring soda to school or purchase it from the soda machine during lunch.  They may purchase milk tickets or bring fruit drinks or milk from home.  No monetary refunds are made for lunch or milk tickets.  The ticket may be used another day if signed and dated by the teacher.  


Any child who is absent and has purchased lunch for the week may be credited for the missed lunch in the upcoming week.  


While eating lunch students are expected to eat quietly at the tables.  Food is not be exchanged, wasted or thrown away.  Parents are also asked to help by reviewing good table manners at home.  No food or drink is allowed out of the lunch area.  Children are responsible for removing litter from their eating area before they will be dismissed.  

PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION


Parents are asked to take turns supervising children during the lunch recess.  Each day, there will be parents and a teacher assigned for playground duty.  Parents pay a fee which covers the cost of a substitute supervising for their assigned turn at lunchtime.  The fee is returned as each parent takes their turn supervising the children at lunch.  A form is sent home to indicate the days a parent will be available for playground duty.  When arriving for supervision duty, please report to the school office. 


No student may stay in at recess without a written note from a parent for each time the child is to remain inside.  No one is to re-enter the building at lunchtime without permission of one of the authorized persons supervising the playground. 


There will be a morning recess for the primary grades.  Teachers will supervise morning recess.

UNIFORM CODE 

             Every student at Our Lady of the Presentation Elementary School is required to be dressed and groomed in a manner befitting Christian standards of modesty and acceptable taste.  Proper uniforming of all students encourages a sense of identity and code of proper conduct.

PLEASE MARK ALL CLOTHING ( DAILY UNIFORM AND P.E. UNIFORM)

The uniform code at Presentation is:

Boys: Uniform navy slacks (no jeans) 

White shirt (plain knit polo with a collar or uniform collared shirt); MUST BE TUCKED INTO PANTS
Navy blue sweater or navy blue or gray PRESENTATION sweatshirt                                                           

           
Navy or white socks

Girls: Plaid jumper (Grades K-4); or plaid skort (Grades 5-8); hem is to be 


knee length.

White blouse (plain, uniform collar) or white knit shirt; blouse or shirt must be tucked into skirt. 










OR


Navy slacks (no jeans); 

          

White uniform shirt, knit shirt (any style with a collar); MUST BE 


TUCKED INTO PANTS.

          

Navy blue or white socks, or tights, or leggings

          

Navy sweater or navy blue or gray PRESENTATION sweatshirt 

        

Uniforms are available at Fisher's in Florissant or Catholic Supply.

Shoes with rubber soles; clean, neat, primarily solid in color (navy, black,  white) or brown leather dress shoes.  
         PE Uniform


 Navy blue shorts (No logo) 

            Gray T-shirt (No logo)

            Gym shoes

          Two options for cold weather

   Either plain gray or blue sweatpants with either gray or navy Presentation 
 sweatshirt or PE shirt. 


Hair is to be clean and brushed off the face (out of the eyes).  Coloring or lightening of hair is not allowed.  The length of the boys hair is not to exceed the collar of the uniform shirt.  Jewelry, make-up, and colored nail polish are not to be worn at school.  If girl's ear lobes are pierced, 1 pair  SMALL, POST-STYLE earrings are permitted. Boys are not to wear earrings in school.

Dress-out passes may not be used when students participate in the Eucharist.  Shorts should be appropriate length.  No short shorts or bicycle shorts allowed.  No open- toed shoes, sandals, or high heels are to be worn on dress-out days.


Scouting uniforms may be worn on meeting days. 

            We recognize it is a parents' responsibility to see that their children are dressed according to the uniform code of the school.  Parents' cooperation will eliminate teachers using valuable learning time during the class day reminding students of the uniform code.

            Parents will be notified if a student's dress and appearance is not in conformity with the uniform code.  In case of repeated offenses to the published code, the student will be removed from class and parents will be notified.  The parents will be requested to come to school and assist their child in meeting the established code before being re-admitted to class.         

INCLEMENT WEATHER


If it should be necessary to close the school, the announcement will be made over KMOX radio, KTVI, KSDK, and KMOV.   Please do not attempt to call the school or parish office.  
SCHOOL ENTRANCES


The only door that will be open for public access during the school day will be the main entrance.  All persons entering the school are asked to come directly to the school office.  All other entrances will be locked during the school day.  This is to help ensure a safe environment for our students and school personnel.

ADULT PROFILE


All adults, paid or volunteer, working with children within our parish community will be checked through the use of the Missouri Child Abuse Screen Form, from the Division of Family Services. 

BICYCLES

            A child riding a bicycle to school is expected to follow the following rules:


   1. Bicycles may never be ridden in the driveway or on school play 


areas during the time students or cars are present.

              2. Bicycles are to be locked and in place in the bike rack located next to 
the flag pole.

              3. Bicycles are to be locked in the bike rack immediately upon arrival at 

school and are not to be ridden again until student dismissal time.
 
   
   4. The parish and school assumes no responsibility for damage, loss, 

or injury relating to bicycle usage.

            Skateboards, rollerblades and other play objects/sports equipment which may be considered dangerous are not permitted on parish property.

STREET CROSSING

Students and parents are asked to cross the street using the crosswalk where a crossing guard is in attendance.  Crossing guards, both student and adult, are there to assist the children.  We ask your cooperation in instructing your children to cross only at the direction of the guard on duty.

CAR POOLING


Parent and other authorized drivers bringing and picking up students from Our Lady of the Presentation are requested to follow the procedure outlined below to ensure the safety of the children.  These procedures will be reviewed as needed throughout the school year. 


Please do not park on Tudor Avenue.  At dismissal drivers enter the parish lot by the driveway off Brown Road.   Carpools that will make a right turn onto Brown Road off Tudor should park in rows at the west side of the lot. Carpools that will make a left turn onto Brown Road off Tudor should park in rows at the east side of the lot.  This allows two rows of cars exiting at one time.  Cars will not be allowed to move until all children are in their respective cars.  A teacher or crossing guard will direct traffic out of the lot.   


No cars are to leave the row once they have entered it until time to exit.

If students do not see their car, they are to remain in the courtyard. 


After a reasonable amount of wait time (15 minutes), children who are still waiting for pickup will be sent to the after care program at the parent's expense. 


The cooperation of all our families is greatly appreciated and will help ensure the safe departure of the children.

EMERGENCIES


In case of a child suffering an accident or illness during the school day, every attempt to notify the parents will be made.  If the parents cannot be reached, one of the parties designated on the Emergency Release Form will be contacted.  If a doctor's attention is indicated and parents are not available, school personnel will use the authorization given on the Emergency Release Form to have the child treated.


This authorization should be completed by the parents and returned on the first day of the school year.  Parents are asked to send revisions to the school office if changes occur during the year and to also inform the school office of any special health needs of their child.

FIRST AID


School personnel will treat minor injuries such as cuts and scrapes by washing with water and the placement of a bandage if necessary.  No other medication will be administered without the written authorization of a parent.

SMOKING 


 All parish buildings are smoke free.  This applies to all parish activities.   

Adults accompanying field trips are also asked to refrain from smoking in the presence of children.

HEALTH GUIDELINES


All children are expected to have a complete physical examination upon entrance into school and at the beginning of the fourth and seventh grades.      

Evidence that the child has had this physical examination should be furnished to the school at the start of the school year.


The following are regulations set up by the Missouri Division of Health regarding inoculations and immunizations.  Each year the school is required to complete an Immunization Report and send the report to the Missouri Division of Health in Jefferson City.  The immunizations required by law are as followed:


DPT.........Diptheria, Pertussis, Tetanus


Polio


Measles.....


Rubella.....


Hepatitis B


The immunizations required and the manner and frequency of their administration shall conform to recognized standards of medical practice.  The Division of Health shall supervise and secure enforcement of the required immunization program.


It is unlawful for any student to attend school unless he/she has been immunized and has provided the school with satisfactory evidence of such immunizations.

ILLNESS


If your child has a contagious disease or condition, please inform the school and follow the guidelines in Our Lady of the Presentation Communicable Disease Handbook.


If your child has been running a fever, it must be normal for 24 hours before he/she may return to school.  

MEDICINE

         Students needing to take medicine during school hours must turn medicine in to the school office.  This procedure eliminates the dangers of breakage of containers and / or misuse by other students.  If medicine is to be administered by school personnel, a signed directive by a doctor or parent with specific instructions for the time and amount of dosage must accompany the medication.  This directive can be in the form of the prescription label on the container.  Cough drops are not allowed without a physician's order.  (Most cough drops contain Menthol as an active ingredient. This is considered a medication.)  A log is kept in the office of all medication that is given.   

DISCIPLINE



We believe self-discipline to be an important dimension of life and that it is necessary to enforce school regulations so that children grow in self-discipline.  We also believe that education involves a combined effort by home and school.  Children should be frequently reminded to respect their teachers and to obey all school regulations.  Parents should support the effort of the school by taking a personal interest in their child's work and any school reports. 

Demerit System - Grades 6-8



The purpose of this system is two-fold:

     
 1) To lead students to value the respect due to self, to others and to their 
 
       surroundings. 


 
2) To keep home-school channels of communication open.



With that focus in mind, student behavior issues are categorized into three areas: respect, academic work and miscellaneous behavior.



The area of respect is of primary concern.  Any incident of serious disrespect may warrant a demerit.



In the area of miscellaneous behavior, a written reminder may be given to a student for minor misconduct, i.e., improper uniform, having gum or candy, being in an unassigned area.  Four miscellaneous behavior reminders will result in a demerit for the student.  



A student who receives five demerits in one semester will be on probation for the remainder of the school year.  Once that student has received five demerits the teachers and student will complete a behavior contract.  If that same student receives four more demerits, a conference will be held involving parents, teachers, and principal; the outcome of which will be to determine whether Our Lady of the Presentation is the proper school for that student.  If the child remains at Presentation, any further demerits could warrant expulsion.

Intermediate Discipline - Grades 3-5



When a serious discipline problem occurs, the following procedure will be followed:



1. The student and classroom teacher will fill out a Discipline Referral form and decide upon a fair and effective response.  This form must be taken home and signed by a parent.  The principal will be made aware of the situation.



2. The referral will be kept on file for future review. 



3. If a student receives three referrals in one semester, a parent/teacher/principal/student conference will be arranged to discuss a cooperative plan for improvement.



4. If a student receives five referrals in one semester, he/she may receive an out-of-school suspension. 



5. If the student continues to accumulate referrals, a conference will be held to discuss alternative educational opportunities for the student.

Primary Discpline - Kindergarten.- Grade 2



When a discipline/behavior problem occurs, the following procedure will be followed:



1. The child will print their name in the “Black” (discipline) book.  This is considered the first formal warning.



2. If the behavior continues, the child will place a check mark after their name.  This is a 10 minute loss of recess.



3. The third warning, if behavior continues, will be an additional check mark (2 total) after their name.  This is a loss of an entire recess.



4. The final warning is  3 check marks after their name.  At this point there will be an additional loss of recess and the parents will be contacted either by telephone or note. 
OUT OF SCHOOL SUSPENSION


A student may serve a one-day out of school suspension for the following unacceptable behaviors:



- Fighting anywhere on parish property



- Stealing



- Smoking, or possession of cigarettes

It will be at the discretion of the administration to make such a decision in the best interest of the entire school community. 

EXPULSION



Any serious infraction exceeding the bound of these guidelines may warrant expulsion from school, such as possession or use of alcohol, drugs, and any type of weapons.  It will be at the discretion of the administration to make such a decision in the best interest of the entire school community.





CARE OF MATERIALS
         Each child accepts responsibility for the care and proper treatment of all materials used at school.  We ask PARENTS to MARK with PROPER IDENTIFICATION ALL PERSONAL ITEMS A CHILD BRINGS TO SCHOOL INCLUDING ITEMS OF CLOTHING.

        Books are to be covered at all times.  Drawing or writing in books is not permitted.  If a book is lost or destroyed, the family will be asked to pay full price for replacing the book.  If a child marks on or destroys property (building, furnishings, books or materials), the family will be responsible for repairing or replacing any damaged area at the discretion of parish administration.

CURRICULUM

       The  curriculum in Our Lady of the Presentation follows the guidances of the Archdiocese of St. Louis.  The school offers a full academic preparation program which includes disciplines of Religion, Reading, English, Spelling, Handwriting, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Music, Art, Physical Education, and Computer.  The amount of the school day devoted to each discipline is in accordance with the norms of good child development.  

        Report cards are used to communicate to parents the accomplishments of their child in the school setting.  Contact the teacher if there are any questions or concerns that you, as parents, need to have clarified.  These reports are distributed at the end of each quarter.  Progress reports will be sent at the midpoint of each quarter.       

        Students who fail one core subject for the year will be required to attend summer school or be tutored.  If they fail two core subjects they will have to repeat the grade.  The core subjects are: Language Arts (Reading, English, Spelling), Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.

ASSIGNMENTS/HOMEWORK

          All assignments should be neatly written and completed on time.  Individual teachers will determine the proper paper for their written assignments.

          Grades 5-8:  Weekly summary reports go home with students every Tuesday  indicating that an assignment is late or incomplete.  Assigments that are returned 1 day late and, are not excused,  receive ½ credit.  Assigments that are returned 2 days late or more receive no credit.

          Grade 4:  Weekly Progress Reports that go home with students may indicate that an assignment is incomplete.  


Ordinarily, parents should expect their child to have some homework, a reinforcement of the days lessons, each evening.  Assignments will range between 30-90 minutes, depending on the grade level of the student,however, parents must bear in mind that all children work at their own speed and level in both class and at home.  


Homework is valuable for pupil training and mental discipline.  The home needs to plan and set aside a suitable atmosphere for study.  Parents may assist children but are advised against giving too much help, thereby, destroying a spirit of independence and responsibility which is so necessary in the child's development.


Written homework is normally not assigned on weekends.  In addition to written homework, there will also be study assignments.  Study and assigned reading assignments are an extension of the classroom into the home environment and are essential to successful scholarship.  If a child indicates that they have no homework,  we would encourage parents to have students work in areas needing further scholarship and reading for enjoyment.  If families are in need of resource ideas to help their child improve, please contact the teacher and resource ideas will be provided. 

STUDENT-PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES


Communication between home and school is vital in the partnership of developing your child.   Student-parent-teacher conferences will be held twice during the school year.  Parents are asked to accompany their child to this conference in which the student will outline some of their personal goals for improving their academic, spiritual or interpersonal development.  Please refer to  the tentative calendar for the current school year and keep these dates open.


Parents are encouraged to share concerns about their child's academic, spiritual or interpersonal development with the teachers and administration.  If a parent wishes to make an appointment, they should call the school office and the message will be passed on to the individual party.  

TELEPHONE MESSAGES

Neither teachers or pupils will be called from their classes except in the case of emergency.  If a telephone call is made to the school office, the secretary will see to it that the message is delivered.  Teachers will be asked to make every effort to return families' calls within a 48 hour time span.

STANDARDIZED TESTING


Standardized tests will be given during the first quarter of the school year in grades 2 through 8.  Results of these tests will be shared with the parents. 


Students in Grades 5 and 8 will take the ACRE test each January/February.  This test does not require preparation on the part of the student, rather it is an instrument to measure the religious knowledge, attitudes and practices of the class as a whole.  The results of the test are used to help the Director of Worship and Religious Education in program development.

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 


Co-curricular activities include participation in school and community Science Fairs; Student Council, Yearbook, band and other musical instruction, Bellarmine Speech,  a student-produced newspaper, and Scouts as well as CYC sports.  


Beginning  the second semester of fourth grade, Catholic students are encouraged to prepare for and actively participate as servers at celebrations of the Eucharist.


Catholic students are also given the opportunity to be trained as readers for the Eucharist and prayer services.

  All students are given the opportunity to serve in various ministries such as music and dance/movement or gift bearers.

BOOKMOBILE


During the school year, Our Lady of the Presentation enjoys the benefits of St. Louis County Bookmobile through scheduled monthly visits.  The dates of these visits will be published in the school's newsletter.

CHILD CARE


A childcare program is offered for families who need supervised care for their children at times other than normal school hours.  This includes before/after school, intercessions, holydays and snow days.  This service is provided for a fee.  Any child on school grounds unsupervised after the parking lot is vacant will be placed  in this program and their family will be billed for the time the child remains with the program.

FIELD TRIPS AND OUTINGS

Class visits to places of cultural or educational significance give enrichment to the lessons of the classroom.


Field trips are a part of the academic program, therefore students who do not attend are considered absent.  


The written consent of parents must be obtained for every child participating in a field trip.  No student may participate unless a signed parental permission slip and identification agreement for the specific event is on file with the teacher.  


Whenever possible bus transportation will be utilized.  The use of private cars is discouraged.  When private vehicles are used, a signed volunteer driver information sheet must be submitted to the teacher for each vehicle used.

Each driver and/or chaperone should be given a copy of the approved itinerary including the route(s) to be followed and a summary of their responsibilities. 
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